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INTRODUCTION:
REWILDING DISTILLED

R

ewilding, in essence, is giving the land back to wildlife and
wildlife back to the land. It is restoring natural processes and
species, then stepping back so the land can express its own will.
Rewilding often focuses on the apex predators—like wolves, great
cats, crocodiles, sharks, and salmon—and other keystone species
that tend to need wild space and be lost quickly in domesticated
or exploited lands and waters. Rewilding thus aims for restoration
at a grand scale, the scale of conservation needed by wide-ranging
species. Rewilding Earth celebrates, though, restoration efforts
at all scales and in all places, while always aiming for as big and
wild and connected and biologically complete as possible.
The term ‘rewilding’ was coined by Dave Foreman, cofounder of Wild Earth magazine and The Wildlands Project, in
the early 1990s. The concept of rewilding was further articulated
by Michael Soulé and Reed Noss in their classic Wild Earth
paper “Rewildling and Biodiversity: Complementary Goals for
Continental Conservation” in 1998. Other leading conservation
biologists, including John Terborgh, Jim Estes, Susan Morse,
John Laundre, and Cristina Eisenberg, have further elucidated the
rewilding concept and added to its scientific rigor through their
books (some of them available through our Rewilding Bookstore),
articles, and classes.
As these and other naturalists and conservation biologists
have shown, top carnivores are not just pretty faces or effective
icons for endangered species campaigns; they are central players
in healthy ecosystems. Removal of apex predators has had
cascading effects (‘trophic cascades’ is a term some biologists use)
in terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems around the world. To give
1

just two from a growing litany of examples: Since the eradication
of pumas and gray and red wolves from the eastern United States,
white-tail deer have become unnaturally abundant and sedentary,
and they are now browsing eastern deciduous forests to the
ground. In the western US, since the extirpation of wolves, elk
and/or mule deer are similarly overpopulating and over-browsing
aspen groves and other sensitive plant communities. The science
clearly shows that restoring the missing predators is essential to
restoring the plant communities.
Rewilding, though, is as poetic an idea as it is scientific,
and may sometimes be best expounded through art and direct
experience on the ground. A painting of a gray wolf pack taking
an old lame moose, or better yet the thrill of watching that scene
through binoculars in real life, may realize the rewilding concept
better than any scientific paper could.
Thanks to the good work of conservationists and
restorationists the world over, rewilding is happening in many
places. Rewilding Europe has helped restore beavers to parts of
Scotland, wolves to many parts of mainland Europe, and lynx
to Iberia. River liberators have removed dams and reopened
salmon runs from the Kennebec and Penobscot Rivers in Maine,
the Elwha River in Washington, the Eklutna River in Alaska, and
hundreds of other places. Wolves have been famously restored
to the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and from there have
recolonized as far away as northern California—to the redounding
benefit of riparian forests and the many creatures who depend
upon those lush ecosystems. Peregrine falcons and bald eagles are
now numerous again in much of North America, since successful
restoration programs and the banning of DDT many years ago;
even the highly imperiled California condor is now soaring again
over some of its old southwestern strongholds. Cheetah and lion
restoration efforts have succeeded in some parts of southern
Africa. Conservation Land Trust is systematically restoring
extirpated species to Argentina’s vast Iberá wetlands, with
2

Jaguars, largest of the Western Hemisphere’s many cat species, once
ranged across much of the US Southwest, as well as Mexico and
Central and South America. Their attempts to recolonize habitats
north of Mexico are now imperiled by the US border wall and
proposed mines in southern Arizona. © Robin Silver Photography

3

pampas deer and lowland tapir and giant anteater already back
out there and jaguars being raised for release. Tallgrass prairie
and savanna naturalists have restored many sites in the Midwest
US. Wildlands philanthropists with the Southern Plains Land
Trust and the American Prairie Reserve in southeast Colorado
and eastern Montana are piecing together big wild cores and
repopulating them with prairie dogs, bison, and other extirpated
species.
One of the great, if accidental, experiments in rewilding
is New York’s Adirondack Park. Here, just hours north of Wall
Street, in a landscape largely denuded a century ago by timber and
railroad companies, state land protection has allowed the return
of beaver, fisher, river otter, moose and other once-extirpated
species to forests approaching old-growth stature again. Now
the land anxiously awaits the return of puma and gray wolf, to
ensure its recovering forests remain healthy and diverse; and may
also benefit from the planting in old fields of disease-resistant
American Chestnut and native oaks and hickories, helping keep
the forest resilient in the face of human-forced climate warming.
Carolyn Frazier’s important book Rewilding the World
gives many more examples, as does Rewilding Earth (rewilding.
org), The Rewilding Institute’s online pub, and this our first
annual print anthology, Rewilding Earth Unplugged. The book
that best summarizes priorities for continental conservation and
restoration is Dave Foreman’s Rewilding North America.
This little anthology, Rewilding Earth Unplugged, proved
tougher than we expected to produce, not for lack of material but
quite the opposite. In our first full year of publication, Rewilding
Earth ran nearly a hundred articles and several times that many
pieces of art. Choosing from these for our best-of annual print book
was agonizing. In the end, we decided to run original pieces, not
reprints, and to choose a broad cross-section of the many inspiring
articles we received. We urge all readers to go to rewilding.org to
find additional articles (easy to locate with our website’s search
4

function and the index provided at end of this book), as well as to
share their—your—own rewilding success stories and lessons with
us. We also call your attention to our Rewilding Earth podcast
series, which has already given voice to a score of wilderness and
wildlife luminaries, and aims to put out a podcast interview each
week. If you are involved in a rewilding project, please send us a
short description and contact information on the lead players for
inclusion in our future Rewilding Directory.
We dutifully note here that views expressed are the authors’
own, not necessarily shared by other authors and groups in this
anthology or in our online pub. Of course, Rewilding Earth
editors try to ensure that every contribution furthers the cause of
protecting and restoring wild places and creatures, but within this
broad movement are many strains of thought and even divergent
opinions. How to compassionately and effectively address the
human overpopulation crisis and just what constitutes ‘rewilding’
are two broad questions that generate lively debates, which we
are happy to share (provided they are respectful and helpful) in
our pages.
If sharp-eyed, editorially-minded readers see inconsistencies
in style here (as, for instance, with capitalization of species names
or public lands designations), please think us not careless but
understand that we RE editors ask for consistency within articles
but let authors choose their own styles. If you wonder about the
ecological effects of printing this book, please know we sought
to minimize the number of trees cut to produce it by printing a
minimum number and being in a print-on-demand basis, which
makes difficult the use of recycled paper. Rather than printing a
large number on recycled paper, we are printing only the number
we can readily distribute. There are many paradoxes in modern
publishing, and the difficulty of going recycled if you go small is
one. Please make sure your copy of Rewilding Earth Unplugged
gets read by multiple people, so the small number of trees
sacrificed will have died for a good cause.
5

Grateful thanks are due to all the authors and artists,
activists and scientists, and financial and temporal donors, who
have given generously to The Rewilding Institute and enabled
us to start Rewilding Earth on a path similar to the late great
journal Wild Earth. Extra special thanks are due to our senior
editor Susan Morgan and Essex Editions editors Katie Shepard
and George Davis, who provided much of the inspired creativity
and hard labor to pull this anthology together. Equal gratitude
goes to our business sponsors: Biohabitats, Essex Editions,
Foundation Earth, Kahtoola, and Patagonia. Please see their
sponsorship pages in this book, and if you have an ecologicallyfriendly business, please consider placing an ad in or otherwise
sponsoring Rewilding Earth.
Let’s learn from the many scientists and visionaries in
Rewilding Earth and start giving back to the land. The forests are
hungry for wolves and pumas; the grasslands hungry for bison
and wolves; the rivers hungry for salmon and eel; the seas hungry
for whales and sharks. The answer to the overarching crisis of our
time—extinction—is rewilding, at all scales, from your back forty
to Patagonia’s vast steppe.
—John Davis, Rewilding Earth editor,
writing from Split Rock Wildway,
Adirondack Park
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Blue Mountain Lake is central, geographically and scenically, to New
York’s great Adirondack Park. © Kevin Raines

BRINGING BACK THE
AMERICAN SERENGETI
BY NICOLE ROSMARINO, SOUTHERN PLAINS
LAND TRUST

I

mmerse yourself in the natural history of North America’s
grasslands, and you’ll daydream about going back in time to see
the massive herds of bison and pronghorn that made the Great
Plains an exciting ecotourism destination for British aristocrats in
the 1800s, massive prairie dog colonies stretching over thousands
of square miles, and lesser prairie-chickens conducting their
ancient and provocative mating dances. In that daydream, you’ll
not only ache to view these spectacular wildlife phenomena but to
make sure they persist for millennia to come.
It turns out you don’t need time travel. Sure, reach back to
that rich history for inspiration and to guard against a shifting
baseline, where we settle for less than what used to be. But, in the
southern Great Plains right now, we can protect an amazing array
of uniquely North American wildlife through the establishment
of private wildlife refuges. Just buy the land under the critters’
feet. Use the free market and private property rights to advance
permanent, tangible conservation. The opportunity is immense,
given that the region has seen declining human populations since
the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, much of the habitat remains intact,
and land prices are low.

8

Denizens of North America’s grassland prairie, bison thrive in
SPLT’s network of shortgrass prairie preserves. © Sean Boggs for
Environmental Defense Fund
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The shortgrass prairies of the southern Great Plains provide,
in some senses, a step back in time. The sheer extent of sweeping,
intact grasslands embodies outstanding scenic and conservation
values. The gently rolling landscape challenges the notion of a
flat and empty land: its relief can hide a herd of pronghorn or an
oasis of grandmother cottonwood trees. Where the swells lessen,
you might encounter a lively, bustling prairie dog town. Prairie
dogs are the MVPs of the shortgrass prairie, creating habitat for
hundreds of wildlife species. Just follow the hawks and badgers:
they’ll show you the prairie dog colony hotspots.
I think of the prairie as a place that breaks your heart one
moment and makes it sing the next. There’s a melancholy here,
and I think it’s because we all know, deep down, how much we’ve
lost. Yet, the celebration is in what remains and the promise of
returning the whole. Much of the region has never been plowed,
and most of the animal species assemblage persists or might
feasibly be reintroduced. The coyote provides a defiant reminder
of the enduring wild spirit of this place.
While reference to the Great Plains as America’s Serengeti
is an imperfect analogy, it is intended as a way to communicate
that our region is important and worth preserving—on the order
of the African Serengeti. Dan Flores alerts us to that in his awardwinning book, American Serengeti: The Last Big Animals of the
Great Plains, where he chronicles the dazzling animal abundance
that rendered John James Audubon speechless in the 1840s. The
tale that then unfolded was a sorrowful one: where species after
delightful species was hunted to the very brink of extinction and
sometimes beyond. They string together, bison-pronghorn-elkgrizzly bear-grey wolf, with the drivers of disappearance being
market pressures and a quest to tame the wilderness.
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But there’s a spark of hope today: bison can be
reintroduced, pronghorn have held on, and elk can find the
way back to their prairie home from the mountains. Prairie

dogs can flourish if we just spare them from poisons and guns.
The large predators are more of a challenge, given the intolerance
they face even now in forest and mountain landscapes outside of
our region, including those with large swaths of federal lands.

Private Land Refuges In The
Southern Plains
We cannot depend on public lands in the southern Great
Plains to preserve biodiversity, as they are broadly utilized for
livestock grazing and energy development. 90% of the land within
our region is private, and the wildlife is often heavily hunted on
public and private lands alike. Large-scale private refuges are vital
to prevent the conversion of native grasslands to crop agriculture,
energy development, and other land uses that would irreversibly
alter shortgrass prairie plant communities. Equally important
is preservation of wildlife: we can’t just protect the habitat—
we need to protect the wild animals and plants that bring the
landscape to life.

The need for large protected areas is increasingly recognized
by scientists across the world, especially the Pulitzer Prizewinning author and scientist Edward O. Wilson. In Half-Earth:
Our Planet’s Fight for Life, Dr. Wilson advocates that 50% of the
planet be protected in preserves to prevent biodiversity loss. Less
than 1% of the Great Plains is conserved. We’d better get busy.
The Southern Plains Land Trust (SPLT) is creating and
protecting a network of shortgrass prairie preserves, to ensure
the future of all native animals and plants in the southern
Great Plains (a similar effort is underway in the northern Great

Plains by the American Prairie Reserve.) Thus far, SPLT’s preserve
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network contains more than 25,000 acres. Unlike many other
land trusts, we prefer to purchase and hold land ourselves so that
we can manage it for biodiversity. We own 23,000 acres and hold
conservation easements on an additional 2,000 acres.
Our largest property is Heartland Ranch Nature Preserve
in southeastern Colorado. At more than 18,000 acres, Heartland
Ranch is nearly 30 square miles in size and larger than the city of
Boulder, Colorado, and any one of Colorado’s state parks. SPLT
has reintroduced bison to Heartland Ranch, thus putting back in
place the US National Mammal. This keystone species maintains
grasslands by ripping out shrubs, creating a mosaic of taller and
shorter grass areas that benefit a suite of prairie birds, and its
wallowing provides microhabitats for prairie wildflowers and
ephemeral pools for spadefoot toads.
Historically, bison and black-tailed prairie dogs were
bookends of biodiversity on the shortgrass prairie. Heartland
contains at least ten prairie dog colonies, which we are protecting
from threats so that one day we can reintroduce the black-footed
ferret, one of North America’s most endangered mammals. In the
meantime, black-tailed prairie dogs themselves urgently need safe
refuge, given their decline by about 95% from historic population
levels. They have long been persecuted by agricultural operators,
often in tandem with government agencies, given the perception
that prairie dogs compete with cattle for forage. While prairie dogs
no doubt consume plants, more than four decades of science now
shows that under some circumstances they can benefit livestock
by reducing shrubs, enhancing nutritional value and succulence
of forage, and increasing the ability of soils and plants to absorb
precipitation. Yet, the persecution of prairie dogs continues.
This is bad news not only for prairie dogs but also for the
wildlife that depends on them. Like the bison, prairie dogs are
a keystone species. Alongside the black-footed ferret, imperiled
wildlife that benefit from prairie dogs and the habitat they create
include the swift fox, burrowing owl, mountain plover, and
12

ferruginous hawk. These associated species have all been adversely
affected by the dramatic decline in prairie dog populations.
Absolute refuge is a must for the present and future of the prairie
dog ecosystem.
By refuge, we mean no hunting or exploitation of native
wildlife. At SPLT, we think that’s the least we can offer the region’s
wildlife, many of whose populations are a shadow of their former
selves. Think of pronghorn. Historically, they numbered about 15
million individuals. Today, there are fewer than 1 million. This
quintessential American athlete (they go by the scientific name,
Antilocapra americana, after all) is the fastest land mammal in
our hemisphere and deserves a secure future.
Another important part of the effort to bring back the
American Serengeti involves grassland breeding birds. Birds that
breed in the Great Plains are the most rapidly and consistently
declining suites of birds in North America. Declining grassland
birds include the mountain plover, long-billed curlew, lark
bunting, lesser prairie-chicken, loggerhead shrike, chestnutcollared longspur, and short-eared owl, all of which occur in
SPLT’s focus area and would benefit from our preserves.
Even the abundant and common creatures—coyote and mule
deer are good examples—merit places where they can participate
in the natural rhythms of their prey or predator lifestyles, without
human interference. Quite simply, they deserve the space to be
their beautiful selves.

The Future Of The Southern Plains
Not for a minute do we think our refuges exist in a vacuum.
SPLT respects our neighbors’ property rights and expects (and
usually receives) the same in return. SPLT’s setting is in the heart
of the Dust Bowl. Our acquisitions are made possible, and provide
significant ecological “bang for the buck,” due to low land prices
and large tracts of intact habitat for sale. The underlying drivers
13

are what Frank and Deborah Popper pointed out decades ago in
their call for a “Buffalo Commons.”
Out-migration of younger generations, a declining
population, and an economy in need of diversification are
recognized as the region’s top problems. Population decline has
resulted in frontier-era human population densities of 2-6 people
per square mile across much of the region; and the poverty rate in
one of the counties where SPLT works is triple the state average.
When the Poppers first set forward their idea of a Buffalo
Commons, Kansas Governor Mike Hayden was a staunch critic.
Later sharing the stage with the Poppers, the former governor
stated, “I am here to say, 17 years later, that I was wrong.”1 How
refreshing is that—a politician that unequivocally apologizes? He
went on to say, “Seventeen years ago we wondered what a couple
of interlopers from Rutgers know about the High Plains. Not only
did what Frank and Deborah predict come true, but the truth is
that the out-migration of the Great Plains has been even stronger
than they predicted.”
Across the plains right now, in an area that seems resistant
to change, the undeniable demographic and economic trends
are leading to more and more conversations about the need
for something new. One promising effort is the Great Plains
Ecotourism Coalition, the members of which (SPLT included)
believe that the natural beauty of this place is a resource that
local economies can bank on. It is SPLT’s view that a restoration
economy can take root, where visitors stream to the area for
the pure joy of planting trees along prairie streams and tearing
out fences that are hazardous to wildlife, guided by the vision
of an American Serengeti. In the process, those visitors will
spend money at local gas stations, motels, and restaurants, thus
breathing life into small towns whose main streets are presently
lined with shuttered businesses.
SPLT’s approach does not entail a large-scale public park
managed by government agencies, but rather a network of large
private wildlife preserves managed by our organization, which has
14

an unwavering commitment to the preservation of biodiversity.
We establish those preserves in the most straightforward and
reasonable way: by purchasing land from willing sellers. Our
neighbors are free to manage their land for cattle; we’ll manage
ours for bison and prairie dogs. In fact, we view our private lands
conservation solution as completely in step with a region known
for its preference for limited government and libertarianism. In
short, we’re as American as pronghorn.

Expanding SPLT’s Preserve Network
Time and time again, the shortgrass prairie offers up more
treasures. Visiting scientists find rare plants and animals on our
properties, often improving the state of knowledge (for example,
the known range, population size, and habitat preference) for
these species. A notable example is the Colorado green gentian, a
beautiful wildflower found in southeastern Colorado and nowhere
else on the planet. SPLT’s properties boast some of the largest
populations of this plant in existence.
We’ve seen prairie dogs come surging back from plague
on our preserves because we’ve taken away the other threats—
shooting and poisoning—that prevent recovery elsewhere. Our
area also has a particularly high density of burrowing owls, no
doubt because of the large prairie dog complexes that remain.
This pint-sized owl is active during the day and, in our region,
breeds and raises its young within prairie dog burrows.
Other wildlife that find refuge on SPLT preserves include
elk, pronghorn, mule deer, coyote, badger, bobcat, golden eagles
and hawks, songbirds, and many others. The region experiences
a fascinating phenomenon each fall: the large, charismatic, and
long-lived tarantula can be seen crossing the prairie en masse to
breed and create new generations.
As a result of shallow seas during the Cretaceous Age,
marine fossils are found in abundance, including countless clams,
15

ammonites, and mussels, as well as occasional shark-teeth, the
latter reminding visitors that large sharks once swam through
what is now an ocean of grass.
Our preserves all have unique conservation values well
worth preserving. But we’re not about to stop expanding our
preserve network. With E.O. Wilson’s words ringing in our ears,
SPLT will continue to acquire more land because more land
means more refuge for more wildlife. We have another $1 million
to raise to complete our expansion of Heartland Ranch to 18,000
acres. We’ve given ourselves 2019 to do it so that we can quickly
pivot to other opportunities to expand our existing preserves and
establish new ones. Please consider supporting SPLT’s effort for a
new, wilder west and check out our latest progress report on our
website southernplains.org.2 We deliberately keep our overhead
low so that we can convert donor dollars into land: fully protected,
permanently preserved, land, and all the wildlife within.

1 https://news.rutgers.edu/feature-focus/recent-census-data-validate-professor’scontentious-‘buffalo-commons’-plan/20091029#.XCAfLC2ZM_N
2 https://southernplains.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SPLT-Progress-ReportFall-2018.pdf
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RESCUING AN
ENDANGERED CACTUS:
RESTORING THE SANTA
FE CHOLLA
BY NANCY LEHRHAUPT, CACTUS RESCUE
PROJECT

F

ifteen years ago two Santa Fe, New Mexico, residents decided
to save an endangered local cactus called the Santa Fe Cholla
(Cylindropuntia viridiflora). It grew in only a few areas close
to Santa Fe and was being threatened by human encroachment
and development. Their qualifications for this? Well, John
“Obie” Oberhausen is a massage therapist, and Joe Newman is
an industrial designer; but they had a passion for this vulnerable
plant and the drive and will to want to change its fate.
Joe and Obie started collecting cuttings from the neglected
and dying Santa Fe Cholla colony in downtown Santa Fe and
propagating them in their yards. They even took apart packrat
nests made out of cholla pieces to use as starts for new plants. They
spoke to local nurseries, set up informational booths, lectured
at local plant society gatherings, and gave away plants, all in an
effort to make the plight of this endangered cactus known.
When people would ask them what conservation group
they were with, they had no answer except to say they were
just two guys trying to make a difference. As they generated
more and more interest and excitement about their work, they
decided to call themselves the Cactus Rescue Project. They now
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The Santa Fe Cholla (Cylindropuntia viridiflora), smaller and bushier
than the common tree cholla with blooms of bronze or salmon, is now
dotting gardens around Santa Fe and the Southwest.
© Susan Morgan
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have a website (cactusrescueproject.info) and a Facebook page
(CactusRescueProject) and have expanded their efforts to include
the promotion of all cactus as a xeric alternative for gardening in
drought afflicted areas of the southwestern United States.
To this end, the Cactus Rescue Project (CRP) has put in free
demonstration gardens all over Santa Fe and in the community in
which they live, Eldorado. The garden at the Eldorado Community
Center is one of the largest public cactus gardens in New Mexico.
They have installed cactus gardens at a shopping center, school,
senior center, wildlife center, government agency, and have
adopted and planted a median. CRP now has 5 regular members
(Obie, Joe, this author, Kris Palek, and Phillip Musser) and has
garnered 75-100 community volunteers to help with projects and
weeding parties. Every year, they give educational talks about
cactus and the Santa Fe Cholla and once a year have an annual
“cactus give-away,” where they give away thousands of cactus
cuttings pruned from their demonstration gardens.
“We started years ago with a few bins of 3-4 inch pieces of
Santa Fe Cholla and now we have pickup trucks overflowing with
12 inch pieces for people to take home and plant,” says Obie.
The community and volunteer interest in cactus was
fantastic, but CRP efforts to save the Santa Fe Cholla had to go
beyond planting them in a few gardens and promoting their use in
private gardening. In order to truly save the cactus, they needed
to reestablish them in nature.
About 5 years ago, Joe and Obie met the New Mexico
State Botanist, Daniela Roth, who is responsible for the state’s
endangered plants. They decided to work together to save this
cactus and a year later planted 400 Santa Fe Cholla starts on a
local preserve in an attempt to start a new natural colony. The
plants were GPS marked and documented so the State could
monitor them annually to check on their survival. The project
drew community volunteers who helped with preparation and
planting. It was such a success that another 3 colonies were
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planted at sites around the city of Santa Fe in the following year
and a half, and more are scheduled for this coming spring. One of
this year’s colony planting projects will include volunteer students
from a local high school, Santa Fe Preparatory School, who are
using it as a science experience.
Daniela Roth, whose support and involvement has been
invaluable to the CRP effort, was quoted as saying, “Well, this is
rapidly becoming the most ambitious conservation project in the
state of New Mexico! Better yet, it’s all based on volunteer effort!
Congratulations! If all endangered plant projects would receive
such enthusiastic input from the community, we would not have
any endangered plants, and I could just focus on research.”
Obie and Joe are not done with their plans for the Santa
Fe Cholla. This spring they are working with the New Mexico
Department of Transportation to plant cactus along a highway
interchange as well as working with the Santa Fe Water
Conservation Office on additional projects.
Joe and Obie know that though they may have been the
impetus for this effort, it takes a community to make recovery
happen. They are grateful to all the volunteers, local organizations,
and responsive government officials who have helped make a
difference to save an endangered plant, the beautiful and prickly
Santa Fe Cholla.
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ABOUT THE COVER

T

he cover artwork by Evan Cantor titled “Trappers Lake After
the Fire” celebrates a notable place and moment in American
conservation history.
Colorado’s Trappers Lake played an important role in
wilderness preservation in America. In 1919, Arthur H. Carhart,
the U.S. Forest Service’s first landscape architect, was ordered to
survey 100 summer home sites and a road around the lake. He
carried out his assigned task but concluded his report arguing that
the place was too beautiful and wild to be developed: “There are a
number of places with scenic value of such great worth that they
are rightfully the property of all people. They should be preserved
for all time for the people of the nation and the world. Trappers
Lake is unquestionably a candidate for that classification.”
Early in 1920, the District II Forester designated Trappers
Lake to be kept roadless and undeveloped, a small beginning of the
movement by the Forest Service toward wilderness preservation.
Carhart shared his ideas with Aldo Leopold, who went on to
establish the first national forest wilderness, the Gila Wilderness
in New Mexico. The National Wilderness Preservation System
that ultimately resulted from Carhart and Leopold’s idea and
action today encompasses 109,000,000 acres and is growing.
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ABOUT THE
CONTRIBUTORS

S

heri Amsel has written and illustrated more than 25
children’s books and field guides. In 2009, she was awarded the
Elizabeth Abernathy Hull Award for Outstanding Contributions
to the Environmental Education of Youths, by the Garden Club of
America. Her work has moved online with exploringnture.org, a
comprehensive illustrated science resource website for students,
educators, and homeschool families. Sheri works out of her home
studio in the Adirondacks.
Tim Anderson, Jr. is from Chillicothe, Ohio, where
in 2015 he began using drones to capture aerial photos of local
landmarks and events.
Jo Ann Baumgartner is executive director of Wild Farm
Alliance. She is the co-author of Supporting Beneficial Birds
and Managing Pest Birds and of Biodiversity Conservation: An
Organic Farmer’s and Certifier’s Guide. Jo Ann co-edited, with
Dan Imhoff, Farming and the Fate of Wild Nature: Essays in
Conservation-Based Agriculture. Before joining WFA in 2001, she
worked for other sustainable agricultural nonprofits, was senior
researcher for a book of California’s rare wildlife species, and
was an organic farmer for over a decade. She has a keen interest
in the conservation of native species for their own sake, and the
connections between farms and the larger ecosystem.
Douglas Bevington directs Environment Now’s programs
to protect California’s forests. Environment Now recently merged
with the Lionardo DiCaprio Foundation.
Dr. Bevington is the author of The Rebirth of
Environmentalism: Grassroots Activism from the Spotted Owl
to the Polar Bear (Island Press, 2009), which chronicles the
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powerful impact of grassroots forest and biodiversity protection
groups on environmental policies in the United States over the
past two decades. He holds a PhD in sociology from the University
of California, Santa Cruz, where he taught courses on social
movement studies.
Dr. Bevington previously worked as the regional organizer
for the John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute and as the
biodiversity program assistant for the Foundation for Deep
Ecology. He has also been active with the Bay Area Coalition for
Headwaters, Center for Biological Diversity, Endangered Species
Coalition, and Sierra Club. He has served on the board of advisors
of the Student Environmental Center and is currently on the
board of directors of the Fund for Wild Nature.
Karen Boeger is a retired school teacher, Nevada “Desert
Rat,” and conservation activist for over 40 years. She loves to
hike, ski, canoe & forage. Karen feels fortunate to have grown up
at a time when much of the West was still wild and the dominant
recreational uses were traditional human powered ones. Within her
generation, those opportunities have vastly diminished. She works
to ensure that future generations will continue to have the same
wilderness opportunities and traditional outback experiences
that she has been fortunate to enjoy.
Sean F. Boggs is a commercial photographer out of central
Colorado who shoots at least 10% of every year for nonprofits
including the EDF, Wounded Warriors, Healing Waters,
and ninash.org. He’s a cultural adventurer and a genuinely kind
person. Mixing that with 35 years of studies and experience in
photography and film making is what makes his imagery so
powerful. Check him out at Sean F. Boggs on Facebook and
Instagram or seanfboggs.com.
Kelly Burke cofounded Grand Canyon Wildlands
Council with Kim Crumbo and ecologist Larry Stevens in 1996
and is now executive director of Wild Arizona. She has 14
years’ experience in geological mapping, including extensive
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trips on the Colorado River to advance ecological research and
riparian restoration. Kelly has led natural history tours in Grand
Canyon, Zion, and Bryce Canyon National Parks, and also in
Alaska, and has published scientific articles about structural
geology, geomorphology, and geochemistry of natural waters.
In 2016, Kelly initiated the Conservation in Motion program to
bring together conservationists, scientists, artists, adventurers
and outdoor-brand athlete ambassadors in the campaign to
permanently protect the lands embracing the north and south
rims of Grand Canyon. She lives at the foot of the San Francisco
peaks in Flagstaff, where she tries to weave horseback riding
and time in the wild with her terrier mix, Georgia, into every
reasonably nice day.
Darren Burkey has been creating wildlife art for a long
time. Protecting wildlife and their environment has always been
a passion of his. Sharing his art with others helps to spread
awareness that what we do on a daily basis impacts the ecosystem.
He reminds us if we’re looking for something exciting to do in
the winter, we should take a trip to Jackson, WY and spend time
visiting the Elk Refuge - the experience will leave a lasting impact.
He’s honored to be a contributing artist for Wild/Rewilding Earth
and will continue to advocate for protecting what matters most.
Evan Cantor is a long-time Colorado wilderness artist. His
works are impressionistic windows into the wilderness places he
loves and hopes to protect, images that capture the sacredness of
the earth through landscape. These images are informed not only
by his own experiences back-of-beyond, but by transcendental
philosophies ranging from Thoreau and Whitman to Aldo Leopold
and Edward Abbey. Each image represents a place of personal
significance and connection to the artist.
Conservationists will recall Evan’s scratchboard drawings in
Wild Earth and Wildflower magazines as well as in High Country
News. His images appeared in several of John Fielder’s books
published by Westcliffe, and in a number of university presses,
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the Rocky Mountain Land Library, Southern Rockies Wildlands
Network and the Northwest Earth Institute. Exhibitions have
included the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto, various juried shows,
the National Center for Atmospheric Research and “The Lure
of The Local”, curated by Lucy Lippard. He is a member of the
Temagami 22, an invitational group of North-American artists
concerned with environmental preservation and was the Rocky
Mountain Land Library’s 2005 artist-in-residence. In 2006 he was
honored with an award from the Southern Rockies Conservation
Alliance for his “outstanding contribution” of both art and music
to the wilderness preservation effort in Colorado. He took up oil
painting at Ghost Ranch in October 2016 and has been going
strong ever since. Evan is also the lead singer of the classic-rock
outfit The CBDs, playing the guitar and blues harp.
Sandra Coveny (sandra.coveny@gmail.com; linkedin.
com/in/sandracoveny) lives in Oregon, and works as the Soil
Scientist and Climate Change Adaptation Planner for The
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. Sandra is also a freelance
writer and applied conservation biologist, and works in service
to resilient communities of all kinds, with emphasis on local
communities and tribes. The tools of her trade include writing,
community organizing, GIS, and landscape-scale restoration
planning and implementation.
Some of Sandra’s recent projects include forming a
new collaborative organization whose mission is in service to
traditional knowledge and data sovereignty for tribal communities
working toward resiliency in the face of climate change; preparing
an outline for climate change adaptation strategy and drought
response plan framework for the Montana Department of Natural
Resources; convening the first Traditional Knowledge and
Climate Change forum at the Society for Conservation GIS annual
conference (Monterey, CA July 2018); and, together with Wildlife
Institute of India, forming the Society for Conservation GIS India
Chapter (August 2018).
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John Davis (john@rewilding.org) is executive director
of The Rewilding Institute and editor of Rewilding Earth. He
rounds out his living with conservation field work, particularly
within New York’s Adirondack Park, where he lives. John serves
on boards of RESTORE: The North Woods, Eddy Foundation,
Champlain Area Trails, Cougar Rewilding Foundation, and
Algonquin to Adirondack Conservation Collaborative. He is
the author of Big, Wild, and Connected: Scouting an Eastern
Wildway from Florida to Quebec and Split Rock Wildway:
Scouting the Adirondack Park’s Most Diverse Wildlife Corridor.
Sara Fern Fitzsimmons has worked at Penn State
University with The American Chestnut Foundation since
2003, assisting chestnut growers and researchers throughout
the Appalachian Mountains. Born and raised in Hinton, West
Virginia, Sara studied Biology at Drew University in Madison, NJ.
She then received a Master’s degree in forest ecology and resource
management from Duke University’s Nicholas School. After a
short stint as an editorial assistant at All About Beer Magazine,
Sara returned to the forestry field, where she has been ever since.
Sara hopes her research and professional work will facilitate longterm conservation and restoration of native tree species at risk
from exotic pests and diseases.
Dave Foreman is a legendary conservation leader and
wilderness strategist. His half-century career in conservation has
changed, and bettered, the course of the wilderness movement.
Dave’s professional work in conservation has included
serving as Southwest regional representative for The Wilderness
Society [1973-1980], co-founder of Earth First! [1980], publisher
of Wild Earth magazine (1990-2005), co-founder of The Wildlands
Project (1991), co-founder of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
(1997), and founder of The Rewilding Institute (2003). In these
capacities, Dave has coined the phrases and articulated the
concepts behind Earth First!, No Compromise in Defense of
Mother Earth, Rewilding, and Born to Rewild. He has officiated
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the marriage between wildlands advocacy and conservation
biology. He has empowered the conservation community to think
BIG, to strive to protect and restore the whole biotic community,
not settle for preserving a few remaining scraps.
Among Dave Foreman’s many outstanding conservation
accomplishments are getting big additions to the Gila and other
Wilderness Areas, blocking numerous timber sales in National
Forests, blockading logging roads into various old-growth forests,
forcing the Forest Service to re-do its inadequate Roadless
Area Review and Evaluation, serving as lead author on several
wildlands network designs, founding Wild Earth magazine, and
getting rewilding adopted as a fundamental goal in conservation.
Dave received the 1996 Paul Petzoldt Award for Excellence in
Wilderness Education and was recognized by Audubon Magazine
in 1998 as one of the 20th century’s most important conservation
leaders.
Dave has shared his visionary ideas on big connected wild
places complete with top carnivores through hellfire & brimstone
public sermons and through his books. Dave’s books include such
landmarks as The Big Outside (the first road-free areas inventory
since Bob Marshall’s a half century earlier), Confessions of an
Eco-Warrior, Rewilding North America, Man Swarm, and The
Great Conservation Divide (all available through rewilding.org).
Sofia Heinonen is the conservation director for
Conservation Land Trust in Argentina, part of the larger Tompkins
Conservation team. With Kris Tompkins and her late husband
Doug Tompkins, Sofia has helped save hundreds of thousands of
acres of wildlands in Argentina, and overseen the reintroduction
of several extirpated species, including lowland tapir, pampas
deer, and collared peccary. Sofia has a commending knowledge of
Argentine ecosystems and how to protect them.
Steven Kellogg graduated from the Rhode Island School
of Design in 1963, and forty years later the college presented him
with their annual award for significant professional achievement.
228

He is the acclaimed illustrator and author of more than a hundred
picture books, and is a recipient of the prestigious Regina Medal
for his lifetime contribution to children’s literature. Among the
titles he has published are: Johnny Appleseed, The Mysterious
Tadpole, Snowflakes Fall, How much is a Million?, and The
Word Pirates.
John Laundré was born and raised in the Midwest
(Wisconsin) and received his bachelors and masters degrees there.
He received his PhD from Idaho State University in 1979. Since
then, he has been working in large mammal predator-prey ecology
and has studied predators and their prey in the western U.S. and
northern Mexico. His experience includes working with cougars,
wolves, coyotes, bobcats, deer, elk, bison, and bighorn sheep.
He has conducted one of the longest (17 years) studies of cougar
ecology and behavior to date and has published over 80 scientific
articles on his scientific work. He is the originator of the concept
of the landscape of fear which proposed that fear of prey for their
predators drives many ecological processes. An important aspect
of this concept is that predators are instrumental in maintaining
the balance between prey species and their habitat, not so much
by killing their prey but affecting how they use the landscape. He
is the author of the book, Phantoms of the Prairie, The Return of
Cougars to the Midwest, that looks at the phenomenon of cougars
actually moving back into the Great Plains region of the U.S. He
currently lives in western Oregon where he is “semi-retired” and
teaching part-time at Western Oregon University. He on the board
of the Cougar Rewilding Foundation whose goal is the eventual
re-establishment of viable cougar populations in the Eastern U.S.
Gary Lawless is a poet, bioregional advocate, and cofounder of Gulf of Maine Books, in Brunswick Maine. He and
his wife Beth Leonard care-take the old farm of Henry Beston
& Elizabeth Coatsworth (both acclaimed authors of the mid20th century), near Damariscotta Lake. Gary’s score of poetry
collections includes Poems for the Wild Earth and Caribou Planet.
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His new book of poems is How the Stones Came to Venice, and
his poetry blog is mygrations.blogspot.com.
Nancy Lehrhart has been an outdoor and nature
enthusiast since childhood. She met and married John “Obie”
Oberhausen and together with their best friend, Joe Newman,
formed The Cactus Rescue Project. A Nurse Practitioner for 30
years, Nancy has an affinity for plants and people that need a
helping hand. She is one of the founding members of the Eldorado
School and Community Garden, a past organizer of the Eldorado
Gardening Tour and has taught classes on home gardening. She
and Obie have worked long hours on their extensive home cactus
garden which has been the subject of tours for many different
local groups and organizations.
Jon Leibowitz is the Executive Director of the Northeast
Wilderness Trust, based in Montpelier, Vermont. Prior to joining
the Wilderness Trust, he served as the Executive Director of the
Montezuma Land Conservancy in the Four Corners region of
Colorado. During his time at Montezuma Land Conservancy,
he protected over 13,000 acres of farms and ranchland and
spearheaded an effort to expand conservation to include outdoor
focused educational programming. Joining the Wilderness Trust
is a return to New England for Jon and his family. He earned a
Masters in Environmental Law and Policy and a Juris Doctor
from Vermont Law School.
Bob Leverett is the co-founder of the Native Tree
Society, co-founder and President of Friends of Mohawk Trail
State Forest, chairperson for the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation Forest Reserves Scientific Advisory
Committee, and the co-author of the American Forests Champion
Tree-Measuring Guidelines handbook. He is also co-author of
several books including the Sierra Club Guide to Ancient Forests
of the Northeast, Old Growth in the East, a Survey, Eastern Old
Growth Forest – Prospects for Rediscovery and Recovery, and
Wilderness Comes Home – Re-Wilding the Northeast. Educated
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as an engineer, Bob is a recognized expert in the science of
measuring trees for both science and sport. His association with
old-growth forest discoveries and confirmations dates to the
middle 1980s.This compelling interest placed him in the center
of the early old growth preservation movements, which continue
to this day.
Robert Leverett, son of the East’s preeminent old-growth
sleuth Bob Leverett, carries on the family tradition of finding
and protecting big old trees. Rob is rooted in Native American
traditions, and teaches flint-napping as well as exploring and
sketching old-growth forests. Rob lives and rambles in New
York’s Adirondack Park, where old-growth forest still comprises
much of the landscape.
Roderick MacIver’s art is inspired by canoe
trips in the Canadian north, by time in the Adirondack
woods, by a quiet life on the outside looking in. Birdsong,
a few good friends, paddling wild rivers. Painting.
In 1994, he founded Heron Dance, a newsletter then book
publisher, that explored the human search for meaning, the
human connection to the natural world and creativity. Rod
retired from Heron Dance a few years ago, but copies remain of
his remain. Rod believes that perhaps each human life is fed by
the underground spring of a few experiences, that when we are
there, we touch something beyond words, and that they make us
who we are.
Lucila Masera studied chemical engineering in Buenos
Aires, and environmental engineering in Madrid, where she
also worked in a forestry consulting firm for 2 years. In 2017 she
started working at CLT, where she was one of the co-founders of
the marine conservation program with the objective of protecting
at least 10% of the Argentine Sea. In 2018, she became director of
strategy and development.
Larry Master is a conservation biologist, a zoologist, and,
in his retirement, a conservation photographer. He has been
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photographing wildlife and natural history subjects for more
than 60 years. After doctoral and post-doctoral studies at the
University of Michigan, Larry spent 20 years with The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) and 6 years with NatureServe, most of that
time as their Chief Zoologist. NatureServe is an offshoot of the
Conservancy and is the umbrella organization for the network
of natural heritage programs and conservation data centers in
every U.S. state and Canadian province as well as in many Latin
American countries. Larry started several of these programs (e.g.,
MI, NH, VT) and also oversaw the development of TNC’s and
NatureServe’s central zoological databases and revisions to the
Network’s Conservation Status Assessment methodology. He also
served on EPA’s Science Advisory Board. Larry conceived and
co-authored Rivers of Life: Critical Watersheds for Protecting
Freshwater Biodiversity. He has also authored numerous articles
as well as chapters in several books (e.g., Precious Heritage,
Our Living Resources). In his retirement he serves on boards
of the Adirondack Explorer, the Ausable River Association, and
the Northern Forest Atlas Foundation, as well as on the Center
for Ecostudies Science Advisory Council, The Biodiversity
Conservancy’s Advisory Board, NatureServe’s Strategic Advisors
Council, and the American Society of Mammalogists’ Mammal
Images Library. Larry resides in Keene, NY and West Cornwall,
CT.
Tim McNulty is a poet, essayist, and nature writer
based on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula. He is the author of
ten poetry books and eleven books of natural history. Tim has
received the Washington State Book Award and the National
Outdoor Book Award among other honors. Tim’s newest book
of poems, Ascendance, is published by Pleasure Boat Studio. His
natural history books include Olympic National Park: A Natural
History, and Washington’s Mount Rainier National Park. His
work has been translated into German, Chinese, and Japanese.
Tim lives with his wife in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains.
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Brad Meiklejohn has worked with The Conservation Fund
since 1994, where he has directed conservation projects protecting
over 300,000 acres of wild land in Alaska, New Hampshire and
Nevada. Brad is also a director of the American Packrafting
Association, with over 2,000 members in 30 countries, and has
completed packraft expeditions on 6 continents. Brad served
as Associate Director for the Utah Avalanche Center during the
1980s, and as President of the Patagonia Land Trust. Brad is a
past board director of The Murie Center and the Alaska Avalanche
School.
John Miles grew up in New Hampshire and graduated
from Dartmouth College with a degree in anthropology. He
earned an MA at the University of Oregon in Recreation and Park
Management and a PhD in Environmental Studies and Education
at the Union Institute. While at Dartmouth, John attended a talk
by David Brower, then Executive Director of the Sierra Club, who
spoke about the threat of dams to Grand Canyon National Park.
Inspired by Brower’s talk and books such as Stewart Udall’s The
Quiet Crisis, John was hooked.
After grad school he landed in Bellingham, Washington
where he became involved in his first conservation issue, the
establishment of North Cascades National Park. At Western
Washington University, John was in on the founding of Huxley
College of Environmental Studies, where he taught environmental
education, history, ethics, and literature, and ultimately served as
dean of the College. He taught at Huxley for 44 years, climbing
and hiking all over the West, especially in the North Cascades,
for research and recreation. Author and editor of several
books, including Guardians of the Parks, Koma Kulshan, and
Wilderness in National Parks, John served on the board of the
National Parks Conservation Association and the Washington
Forest Practices Board, and he helped found and build the North
Cascades Institute.
Retired now and living with his wife Susan Morgan near
Taos, New Mexico, John continues to work on national parks,
233

wilderness, and rewilding the earth, and he hikes, bikes, and skis
whenever possible. He contributes to the websites rewilding.
org and nationalparkstraveler.org and is writing a history of the
North Cascades Institute.
Susan Morgan, PhD, studied Southwest archaeology and
holds degrees in English and environmental studies. In 1967 she
began as Director of Education for The Wilderness Society where
she worked for over ten years and has subsequently worked in
education and outreach positions with wilderness, wildlands, and
public lands conservation organizations. She is currently president
of The Rewilding Institute and senior editor of Rewilding Earth.
Sherry Nemmers is an advocate for cats and other
animals, wild and domestic. As Executive Creative Director and
Executive Vice President of NYC-based global ad agencies for
over three decades, Sherry created icons for world leaders such as
Procter & Gamble, Toyota, Ad Council, General Mills and Mars,
Inc., among others. As an example, Sherry created the Charmin
Bears for Charmin bath tissue, and created the award-winning
crime prevention icon, McGruff the Crime Dog. She has garnered
over 500 awards, including The One Show, Effies, Pinnacle, and
the prestigious INSPIRE award given for outstanding leadership
and innovation, which P&G created in her honor. Sherry has
been interviewed on NBC Dateline, CBS Sunday Morning, CNN,
WSJ, NYTimes, NYSun, Adweek, among others, and teaches at
industry seminars. Sherry serves on Boards for the Adirondack
Council, the Adirondack Lake Center for the Arts, SpayFirst, and
is an active alum and class officer for Vassar College. She divides
her time between New York City and Blue Mountain Lake, among
music, horses, cats, wildlife and wildlands.
Fred Paillet is adjunct professor at the University of
Arkansas, where he conducts research and supervises student
projects related to geophysics, hydrology and paleoecology.
After retiring from the U. S. Geological Survey’s National
Research Program in 2002 he held temporary appointments at
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the University of Maine and the University of Rennes (France),
before moving to Arkansas in 2009. He has participated in longterm studies at the Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest in New
Hampshire and other field sites, resulting in several books along
with numerous journal articles and other technical publications.
David R. Parsons got his Bachelor of Science degree in
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology from Iowa State University and
his Master of Science degree in Wildlife Ecology from Oregon
State University. Dave is retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service where from 1990-1999 he led the effort to reintroduce
the endangered Mexican gray wolf to the American Southwest.
Dave’s interests include the ecology and conservation of large
carnivores, protection of biodiversity, and wildlands conservation
at scales that fully support ecological and evolutionary processes.
He is the Carnivore Conservation Biologist for The Rewilding
Institute, a member of the Science Advisory Board of Project
Coyote, a former member and chairman of the Board of Directors
of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, and a former graduate
advisor in the Environmental Studies master’s degree program
at Prescott College. Dave serves as a science and policy advisor
for organizations and coalitions advocating for wolf recovery and
landscape-scale conservation in the Southwest.
In 2001, Dave received the New Mexico Chapter of The
Wildlife Society’s annual “Professional Award.” In 2007 at the
North American Wolf Conference, Dave received the “Alpha
Award” for his “outstanding professional achievement and
leadership toward the recovery of Mexican wolves.” In 2008 Dave
received the “Outstanding Conservation Leadership Award” from
the Wilburforce Foundation and the “Mike Seidman Memorial
Award” from the Sky Island Alliance for his conservation
achievements.
Dave enjoys wildlife viewing, wilderness adventures, and
dancing. He lives in Albuquerque, NM, with his wife, Noralyn.
Kevin Raines earned an MFA in Painting from Concordia
University in Montreal in 1979 and returned to the States to work
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as a figurative artist, commission portrait painter, illustrator, and
Professor of Art at Notre Dame of Maryland University. A New York
resident, he lives and works in Maryland and the Adirondacks.
Drawing his inspiration from the beauty of the landscape and his
passion for conservation, he has worked closely with local and
international conservation science agencies for over 35 years to
promote public awareness of our natural environment. Kevin’s
beautiful painting of Split Rock Wildway from the summit of
Coon Mountain is on the cover of Split Rock Wildway: Scouting
the Adirondack Park’s Most Diverse Wildlife Corridor (available
from Rewilding Bookstore).
Matias Rebak (matiasrebak@gmail.com) is a lawyer
and a photographer who works for the Iberá National Park and
Comité Iberá in Corrientes. He also collaborates voluntarily
with the Conservation Land Trust Argentina. Matias bought his
first camera for a trip to India and Nepal because he wanted to
photograph everything that happened before his eyes. He has
never taken a photography course so considers himself a selftaught photographer, however learning all the time from friends
who are great photographers. Matias takes photos of nature,
wildlife, and adventure racers in forests and mountains.
Kirk Robinson is the founder and executive director of the
Western Wildlife Conservancy, a non-profit wildlife conservation
organization (westernwildlifeconservancy.org). He lives in Salt
Lake City, Utah. Prior to founding Western Wildlife Conservancy,
Kirk earned a Ph.D. in philosophy and taught courses at
universities in Montana and Utah for 15 years. He also has a J.D.
with a certificate in natural resource law. His favorite activities
are exploring the wildlands and rivers of the American West and
playing acoustic guitar.
Nicole Rosmarino helped found the Southern Plains
Land Trust and is currently its Executive Director. She served as
the caretaker for SPLT-protected land from 1999-2002, during
which time she monitored for trespass and to record flora and
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fauna observed several times per week, while residing in Pritchett,
Colorado. She now resides in Centennial, CO. Nicole received her
Ph.D. from the University of Colorado at Boulder in May 2002.
Her Ph.D. is in policy science/political science, and her academic
focus was on biodiversity preservation. She has been actively
involved in efforts to protect prairie wildlife since 1994.
Robin Silver is one of the Center for Biological Diversity’s
founders. A retired emergency-room physician in Phoenix and a
professional wildlife photographer, Robin works on conservation
issues in the Southwest with a focus on the San Pedro River.
Terry Spahr (tspahr1@gmail.com) graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania with a BA in History and a Master’s
Degree in Government Administration from Penn’s Fels Center of
Government. Terry had a successful career in the insurance and
investment fields and, most recently, in the real estate brokerage
industry as Regional Executive Vice President for Long & Foster
Companies, which was until recently the United States’ largest
privately-owned real estate company. In 2016 Terry left the
corporate world and decided to devote his interest in politics,
science, and the environment toward researching, writing, and
producing 8 Billion Angels (8BillionAngels.org), a documentary
exploring the impact of humanity’s growing numbers on planet
Earth. The film details mankind’s rapid ascent across the globe and
the inextricable links between population growth and our everincreasing food, water, climate, and extinction emergencies. Terry
uncovers the truth about climate change, the challenges we face,
and the solutions that can work to bring about a sustainable
future. Terry lives in Ardmore, PA with his family, including two
dogs, a cat and 10,000 bees.
Christopher Spatz is a former president of the Cougar
Rewilding Foundation and a director of the Gunks Climbers’
Coalition. He writes and lectures about the natural history of the
Catskill Mountains and the Shawangunk Ridge in southern New
York State, where he lives and where he caught the spell of the
fabled eastern cougar.
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Michael Soulé is often called the father of conservation
biology. Michael co-founded several key groups, including the
Society for Conservation Biology and The Wildlands Project
(now Wildlands Network). He is the author or editor of countless
articles and books, including Continental Conservation (coedited with John Terborgh). Along with being a world-renowned
biologist, Michael is a philosopher who studied with Deep Ecology
formulator Arne Naess and in recent years has been studying the
concept of sin, and what it tells us about the extinction crisis.
Nancy Stranahan serves as the Director of the Arc of
Appalachia Preserve System, and was one of the non-profit’s
founders in 1995. In the span of directing the organization over the
last 20-plus years, Nancy has cultivated a vigorous citizen advocacy
network in Ohio, which she refers to as a tree-roots network. The
Arc has saved and preserved over 7,000 acres of natural areas
in Appalachian Ohio, representing 21 preserve regions and over
100 separate real estate negotiations and fund-raising campaigns.
The Arc’s headquarters, the 2,500-acre Highlands Nature
Sanctuary, is the Arc’s largest and oldest preserve region, and
is the hub of the Arc’s primary visitor services, offering over 16
miles of public hiking trails, overnight lodges, and an interpretive
Museum. A few of the many rare and common signature species
protected within the Arc suite of nature preserves are Henslow
sparrows, cerulean warblers, golden star lilies, northern longeared bats and timber rattlesnakes. Under Nancy’s guidance,
the Arc has also been instrumental in saving several 2,000-year
old Native American earthwork complexes, notably Spruce Hill,
Glenford Fort, Junction, and Steel Earthwork sites. In addition,
the Arc manages two long-protected earthwork sites—Fort Hill
and Serpent Mound—working as a contract manager for the
Ohio History Connection. Previously in her career Nancy served
as Chief Naturalist for Ohio State Parks with the Ohio Dept. of
Natural Resources; and operated Benevolence Café and Bakery in
downtown Columbus for 20 years, where she promoted healthy
and intentional food choices.
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Kim Vacariu is the former Western Director for Wildlands
Network, where he led efforts by the 25-member Western
Wildway Network to protect and connect wildlife habitat corridors
stretching from Alaska to Mexico. Kim has been instrumental in
organizing new partner coalitions, elevating the recognition of
habitat connectivity threats posed by the walling off of the U.S.Mexico borderlands, including organization of the first Border
Ecological Symposiums in Arizona. He also convened the first
private lands conservation workshops in Arizona, and received
the Federal Highway Administration’s 2007 Environmental
Excellence Award for his work in creating Arizona’s statewide
Wildlife Linkage Assessment. Kim was co-author in 2,000 of the
ground-breaking Sky Islands Wildlands Network Design—the first
effort to publish specific science-based maps and implementation
steps required for protection of core, corridor and compatible
use areas within regional habitat networks. He has authored
numerous articles and papers devoted to raising awareness of the
importance of large-scale landscape connectivity. He served as
Wildlands Network’s Communications Director from 1998-2000.
Kim founded, edited and published the Steamboat Springs Review
(Colorado), a conservation-focused newspaper that received that
city’s “Shining Star Award” for community environmental service
in 1996. Kim works from his home in Portal, Arizona, where he is
a board member of Friends of Cave Creek Canyon and organizes
an annual “Heritage Days” event focusing on the importance of
recognizing wildlife and habitat as critical members of the local
community.
Brendan Wiltse is a conservation and nature photographer
based in the Adirondack Park of northern New York. His work
focuses on connecting people to wild places with the intention
of building enthusiasm for supporting wildlands conservation.
Brendan is also the Vice President of The Waterman Fund,
dedicated to preserving the spirit of wildness in the Northeast.
He holds a Ph.D. in biology from Queen’s University and is the
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Science & Stewardship Director for the Ausable River Association.
Brendan’s academic focus is on understanding the effects of road
salt and climate change on Adirondack lakes and conserving wild
brook trout populations.
George Wuerthner is a professional photographer,
writer, and ecologist. He has written more than two dozen books
on natural history and other environmental topics. He is currently
the ED of Public Lands Media, a project of Earth Island Institute.
Wuerthner has visited hundreds of mountain ranges around the
West, more than 380 wilderness areas, more than 180 national
park units, and every national forest west of the Mississippi.
Suzanne York is the Director of Transition Earth. She
has reported on international human rights, globalization, and
environmental issues for over two decades. Previously Suzanne
was Senior Writer and Program Director with the Institute for
Population Studies in Berkeley, CA, where her work focused
on the interconnectedness of population issues with women’s
empowerment, human rights, consumption, alternative
economies, and the environment. She is the author of several
reports, including Peoples’ Rights, Planet’s Rights: Holistic
Approaches to a Sustainable Population and Prioritizing the PHE
Approach: Linking Population, Health, and Environment for a
Better World. As research director with the International Forum
on Globalization, Suzanne was a contributing author to Paradigm
Wars: Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to Economic Globalization.
She has a Master’s Degree in Public Policy from American
University and a B.A. in Business Administration from Portland
State University.
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ABOUT THE REWILDING
INSTITUTE AND
REWILDING EARTH

T

he Rewilding Institute (TRI) is a wild bunch of fiercely
dedicated conservation activists and scientists who promote
and employ strategies to protect, restore, and reconnect wild places
and creatures at all scales, across North America and beyond.
Rewilding Earth is our online publication; and Rewilding Earth
Unplugged is our annual print anthology comprised of many of
its best articles and art.
Rewilding Earth is quickly growing into the publication of
record for rewilding projects far and wide, and will soon include
a Rewilding Directory, briefly describing and giving contact
information for hundreds of projects around the world. We are
volunteer-led and reader-supported, so cannot pay for articles or
art, but we welcome contributions, literary, artistic, and financial.
We especially want to share species recovery and wildways
protection success stories and lessons therefrom.
Along with our publications, The Rewilding Institute has
several focal on-ground campaigns. These initiatives we help
lead (as outlined in parts of this book), even while lending our
expertise—soon largely through our nascent Rewilding Leadership
Council—to Continental Wildways and species recovery efforts
farther afield.
Lobo Recovery – Our Carnivore Conservation Biologist
Dave Parsons oversaw the original reintroduction of Mexican
wolves into the wilds of southern New Mexico and Arizona as a
biologist with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. Dave now leads
TRI’s advocacy and education work on behalf of Mexican wolves,
in partnership with other members of the Mexican Wolf Coalition.
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Dave Parsons also serves as advisor to Project Coyote; and we
assist that small but mighty group in its efforts to end persecution
of predators and ban wildlife-killing contests. We also join efforts
with Western Wildlife Conservancy and other good groups to
reform state wildlife governance.
Mogollon Wildway – Critical to the long-term prosperity
of Lobos and other wide-ranging animals of the Southwest
is better protection of the wildlife corridor linking the Gila
wildlands complex in southwest New Mexico with the Grand
Canyon wildlands complex in northern Arizona. We advocate
for the Mogollon Wildway in part by scouting and working with
conservation and trail partners to chart a Lobo National Scenic
Trail, to popularize the wildlife corridor. Together with groups
like New Mexico Wilderness Coalition, Wildlands Network,
and Wild Arizona, we push for stronger protections of National
Forests and other public lands in Mogollon Wildway.
Puma Recovery for Eastern Wildways – Using
ecological, ethical, health, and aesthetic arguments, we promote
restoration of the missing top carnivores of the East, including
puma and gray and red wolves. Currently, we focus on the puma,
or cougar, in concert with Cougar Rewilding Foundation and
other carnivore advocacy groups, because its absence means
unnaturally high deer numbers and widespread over-browsing
of eastern deciduous forests and its reintroduction ought to be
achievable in the near term. Many relatively wild parts of the
Southeast Coastal Plain, Appalachians, and Adirondacks have
good habitat and abundant prey for pumas, but many biologists
think it unlikely that pumas will recolonize the East in functional
numbers any time soon and that active reintroduction needs to be
considered. As with wolves in the West, puma recovery in the East
will depend upon building strong public support and reforming
state wildlife governance.
Adirondack Wildways – TRI is part of the Eastern
Wildway Network formed by Wildlands Network (and informed
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by Dave Foreman’s book Rewilding North America and John
Davis’s book Big, Wild, and Connected: Scouting an Eastern
Wildway from Florida to Quebec). We pay extra attention to
areas we’ve explored extensively, particularly within New York’s
great Adirondack Park and habitat connections to surrounding
wildlands. Most especially, we work with Northeast Wilderness
Trust, Champlain Area Trails, Adirondack Land Trust, Eddy
Foundation, and other partners to protect Split Rock Wildway,
linking Lake Champlain and its valley with the Adirondack High
Peaks. In Split Rock Wildway, we will soon explore with The
American Chestnut Foundation the potential for planting diseaseresistant American Chestnuts in old fields, as well as native oaks
and hickories and other food-rich species that may thrive in a
warming climate and may help keep forests resilient in a century
of climate chaos. We also work for the Algonquin Park (Ontario)
to Adirondack Park wildway, with the A2A collaborative. For the
larger Eastern Wildways effort, part of our contribution will be
promoting efforts to restore American eel and other diadromous
fish populations.
Population – Society cannot avert the overarching crisis
of our time—extinction—or the related climate crisis without
addressing the fundamental driver of biodiversity loss and
greenhouse gas accumulation: too many people consuming too
many resources. TRI acknowledges that we humans are billions
too many already; and we support compassionate, fair, and
effective means of achieving population reduction to ecologically
sustainable numbers. We believe that supporting small families,
education and empowerment of girls and women, and providing
universal access to safe family planning methods, ought to be
high priorities for all conservation, environmental, social justice,
and peace groups.
Needless to say, we welcome your support for this work of
restoring a wild Earth.
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Donations can be made online (rewilding.org) or checks
mailed to The Rewilding Institute, P.O. Box 13768, Albuquerque,
NM 87192.
If you’d like to write an article, please contact John Davis
at hemlockrockconservation@gmail.com or Susan Morgan at
susancoyote@icloud.com. If you’d like to do a podcast with us,
please contact Jack Humphrey at jdh358@gmail.com.
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ABOUT ESSEX EDITIONS

E

ssex Editions is an independent press located on the
Adirondack shores of Lake Champlain.
We are creators.
Mavericks.
Risk-takers.
Adventurers.
Connectors.
Collectors.
Curators.
Catalysts.
Incubators.
We are storytellers.

Part artisanal publisher and part transmedia consultancy,
Essex Editions collaborates with authors, artists, and activists
who believe that storytelling should be innovative, provocative,
culturally enriching, and ecologically responsible.
Learn more at essexeditions.com.
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SPONSORS

T

he generous support of Rewilding Earth’s donor foundations,
corporations, and individuals underpins our recent success
in launching a vibrant online pub (rewilding.org), and now
in showcasing some of our most notable contributions in this
anthology. We would like to thank this wild bunch of conservation
leaders and to briefly single out for praise several sponsors helping
to make possible this first edition of Rewilding Earth Unplugged.
We encourage you to support these truly green businesses. Please
contact us about becoming a Rewilding Earth sponsor via our
website or you can send mail to The Rewilding Institute, P.O. Box
13768, Albuquerque, NM 87192.
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BIOHABITATS

I

n the early 1980s, an outdoorsy, nature-loving undergrad
named Keith Bowers had an epiphany. Keith had been studying
landscape architecture at the University of Virginia when he met
Ed Garbisch, a pioneering practitioner of marsh restoration along
the Chesapeake Bay. “Wait a minute,” thought Keith. “I can apply
my education to restoring the places I love?” After graduating
in 1982, Keith started Biohabitats, an ecological restoration
company. 36 years later, with a mission to “restore the earth
and inspire ecological stewardship,” Biohabitats has become
one of the most recognized names in ecological restoration and
conservation.
Biohabitats applies the science of ecology to restore
ecosystems, conserve habitat, and regenerate the natural systems
that sustain all life on Earth. They do this through assessment,
research, planning, design, engineering, and construction. Since
the firm’s early days improving the ecosystems and watersheds of
the Chesapeake, Biohabitats now operates out of seven bioregion
offices in the U.S., helping communities all over the world to
protect wildlife habitat, conserve water, enhance biodiversity, plan
for the future in ways that enhance ecology and resilience, and
link the natural world and its systems with the built environment.
Behind this work is an intention to respect Earth’s ecological
limit, heal ecological processes, and catalyze mutually beneficial
relationships among the land and all forms of life.
Diverse in background and discipline, Biohabitats team
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members are unified by a shared set of values. “Revere Wild
Nature” is one of them. The firm not only works to protect wild
nature in all types of environments, but turns to it as a guide
for conserving, restoring, and regenerating the full expression
of biological diversity and ecosystem functions to ensure our
survival.
A purpose-driven company that believes in the power of
business to catalyze good, Biohabitats measures success primarily
by the degree to which their work enhances biodiversity, ecological
democracy, and the resilience of life. A certified B Corporation®,
member of 1% for the Planet, and recipient of the JUST™ label.
Learn more at biohabitats.com and find them
@Biohabitats on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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FOUNDATION EARTH

F

oundation Earth is a national, non-profit, public interest
advocacy organization founded in 2011. Our focus includes:
economic models, technology, biospheric education, and earth
jurisprudence. We call for a rethink of society from the ground
up. We envision more self-reliant communities embedded in a
continental network of bioregional economies. Time is not on our
side. A rapid shift from an industrial society that ignores nature’s
carrying capacity limits and irresponsibly pollutes (cheater
economics) to a True Cost Economy will require examining the
dimensions of a deeply resilient economy, arguing for it, and
providing advisory services to social movements concerning
systems change. Our mission is to bring an earth-centered “True
Cost Economy” into reality.
Learn
more
at
fdnearth.org
and
find
them
@FoundationEarth on Facebook and Twitter.
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KAHTOOLA

K

ahtoola makes outdoor gear that allows people to explore and
enjoy wild and beautiful places. Based in Flagstaff, AZ, and
surrounded by the sublime geology, wildlife, and open spaces of
the Colorado Plateau, we are afforded endless opportunities for
adventure. Inspiration can be discovered around every canyon
bend, along each stretch of river, among its stunning rock
formations, and by immersing oneself in its vast landscapes. It is
this inspiration that drives our passion to advocate for protecting
and preserving public lands not only for future generations of
people, but the wildlife that lives on them.
Currently, Kahtoola is banding together with others in
support of ongoing Native American efforts to make permanent
the standing 20-year ban on uranium mining around the Grand
Canyon. If not stopped, contamination from existing and new
mining claims would have irreversible, adverse effects on the
area’s watershed, diversity of wildlife, a community of indigenous
people, and the place we call home.
Learn more at kahtoola.com and find them @Kahtoola on
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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PATAGONIA

P

atagonia is an outdoor apparel company based in Ventura,
California. Since 1973, activism has been at the heart of the
company’s work by supporting efforts to defend our air, land and
water around the globe. Through a self-imposed Earth tax, 1%
for the Planet, Patagonia has funded thousands of environmental
nonprofits and can count contributions of more than $100 million
in grants and in-kind donations to date to local organizations.
Learn more at patagonia.com and find them
@Patagonia on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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