
In the Southern Plains Land Trust’s most important step forward to date for prairie 
wildlife, we purchased 17,899 acres adjacent to Heartland Ranch Nature Preserve. 
Heartland now extends across nearly 43,000 acres. That's almost 70 square miles — 
just for the wild ones. 
 
Buying land for prairie wildlife is at the heart of what we do. We turn donor dollars 
into urgently needed permanent refuge for native wildlife. At its larger size, 
Heartland Ranch advances key wildlife projects: 

American bison — our US National Mammal needs more roam to roam, and we'll 

give it to them. In turn, bison grazing and wallowing create unique habitats that 

help an array of prairie wildlife. 

Black-footed ferret — one of the most endangered mammals in North America 

needs healthy prairie dog populations. By protecting prairie dogs on our 

preserves, we're creating a ferret reintroduction site.

Prairie elk — these grazers used to occur on the prairie in great abundance but 

were hunted out. They have come back to Heartland but need more safe space. 

A larger preserve means a more secure future. 

Beaver & prairie streams — with 57 stream miles, there's plenty of opportunities 

for us to revitalize prairie streams and springs, giving beaver the chance to work 

their ecological wonders.

Grassland breeding birds — the most rapidly declining guild of birds in North 

America needs help. Preserving extensive grasslands is vital to turning this 

trend around.

We Did It!
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Great Outdoors Colorado, the National Fish 

and Wildlife Foundation ConocoPhillips 

SPIRIT of Conservation*, One Earth/

Daughters for Earth/Quick Response Fund 

for Nature, Cool Effect, and SPLT donors 

(that's you!) provided vital funding for this 

project. Heartland Ranch is owned and 

managed by the Southern Plains Land Trust 

and protected under a conservation 

easement held by Colorado Open Lands.

SPLT's original plan was to acquire this land 

in two sections, one in 2022 and one in 2024. 

We sped things up because wild nature can't 

wait. We'd love your assistance paying off 

the financing required by our swift pace.  

 

Please consider making a gift today.
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Heartland Ranch Nature 

PRESERVE 
11 miles
east to west

17 miles
north to south

42,674 acres

or 67 square miles 

 ~ originally 10,880 acres ~

SPLT's
preserve 
network

56,000+
A C R E S

Bison
reintroduced 

starting in 

2015

Prairie dogs  

OVER 30  
COLONIES

streams ~ 57 miles

35 species of concern benefit
on Heartland Ranch Nature Preserve 

Please consider
making a gift today.

P H OTO  C R E D I T S :
Prairie dog & Bby Jennifer Gooden • Bison by Kristi Odom

Burrowing owl by Karen Voepel • Bison herd by Jennifer Gooden
SPLT Staff at Heartland Ranch by Sean Boggs for EDF


